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The Constitutional Assembly met at 9.00 a.m.,
THE CHAIRMAN [ HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.
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Mr. Chairman-
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, we have a time
constraint also, but go ahead please.
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(The Hon. RajavarothiamSampanthan)

We are engaged, Sir, in a very serious business of
framing the fundamental law of this country. Parliament
has constituted itself into a Constitutional Assembly
which is performing this sacred duty. Today, we are
sitting as the Constitutional Assembly and the Prime
Minister has tabled before the Assembly six Reports
submitted by six Subcommittees which were appointed by
the Steering Committee and by the Constitutional
Assembly in keeping with the Resolution adopted by the
Constitutional Assembly when it commenced to function.

We are engaged in the process of considering various
options and various alternatives in regard to various
issues of importance at the Steering Committee.
Eventually, the Report of the Steering Committee in
regard to the Constitution will be submitted to this
Assembly and discussed at this Assembly. If it is
approved by this Assembly, it will be submitted to the
Cabinet of Ministers and once approved by them, it will

be submitted to Parliament. It must initially be approved
by Parliament by a two-thirds majority. After it is
approved by Parliament by a two-thirds majority, it must
be approved by the people at a Referendum, because
sovereignty is vested in the people; in no one else. The
sovereignty of this country, in terms of our Constitution,
which comprises of powers of governance, fundamental
rights and the franchise, is vested in the people and
consequently, whatever Parliament decides by a two-
thirds majority, if the new Constitution is adopted by a
two-thirds majority, it must be submitted to the people at
a Referendum.

We are firmly of the view that there can be a new
Constitution for this country only when that Constitution
is approved by the people at a Referendum. We do not
want anything done -
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Thank you very much, Hon. Leader of the Opposition.
We have a time constraint here.

DO G150 dI8wd® e®unTest @wnm

(oresryfl@ rreeuGrrgwid FIdLbS6bT)

(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

We want the Constitution to be approved by all the
people of this country because sovereignty is vested in the
people.
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Hon. Prime Minister, | can give you just one minute.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Constitutional Assembly adjourned accordingly at 9.25 a.m.
until 9.00 a.m. on Saturday, 10th December, 2016.






1.4

OO Dmed gy eenw ey BORwW BOGE mE @n 53 ¢BOy 88 O5Ifsy 857 8Ovns evm BD168 me ¢n
0w OF 5 EED EMen em00, BOun (8 0¢Ben 0500m®0s wzIend) wotdmdm 0dn R1eds et OB86 Y.

GoIiy

o miiiflesri @mugl’ ugiip QFinueipoyw Lty Shssniseners swg Ulrglulls Csaflaursds Gnsa seweris Lenip
FmSsliuLrg Urs) SlewL_sg @) eurrmisEher amesrary ugiurdifume @ SeiliLge Ceusnr(hlib.

NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks
of receipt of the uncorrected copy.
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